WAR DEPARTMENT,

BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS,
WASHINGTON.

July 5, 1916.

The onorable

The Secretary of State.

iy dear lr. Secretary:

I am told thet the appointment of 1. A. T. Ruan to
the pocition of financial Adviser to the llaitian Government
has been held up because of the fact that lbr. Iuan did not
speak Irench.

It would, of course, be &n additional advantage if ilr.

Ruan could speak f'rench, but it would probably be impossible
to find 2 man who would have the absolutely necessary cuelifi-
cations which llr. Ruan has because of his lonz experience with
govermment finance, perticularly with those governments with
which we are connected which are most similar to Haiti, ir.
Ruan's experience having been with the Cuban Covermment, with
the Porto Rican Zovermment, with the Philippine Government,
and with Santo Dominzo.

I may cite an instance of the difficulty of getting an
American with financial {training and a kmowledzse of Ifrench which
nces come within my ovm recent experience. At about the begin-
ninz of the present Zuropean war the llational 3ank of Haiti lost
its resident maneser. 7This Bank is controlled by American,lrench

and German financial interests, and because of this it was deemed
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 advisable to obtain as a resident mancser in IHaitl a native-

\born American citizen. This position paid, as I recall,
510,000 per annum. The representatives in this country of the
Bank mode every effort to obtain & notive-born Anerican citi-
zen speakins i'rench and having tne necessary nmowledse of bauk-
inz to fit the position. Lhey were weble to find such & person.
I was appealed to by llr. Schuster, of the fim of Speyer & Company
of llew York, to reccommend such a person ond, aiter looking over
the personnel havin; hod anything to do with fincnce in connection
with the insular Tovermments f{or a number of years, 1 was unable
to find any one whom I could recommend &s suitaoble to the position.
I later su:cested a retired Amy officer who had the necessary now-
ledye of -rench, but this officer was withoutl any special banking
traininz. I do not Jmow who vas finclly desirmated for the positiom.
I cite the fore~oinz simply to show the difficulty of finding
a2 on hovins 2 lmowlede of Srench &nd yet having the other require-
ments, for I beliecve that the other requirenents in the cese of a
 Pinancial Advicer zre rmch more difficult to secure than in the
ccee of the manccer H»f the laitian Tational Sank.
In this perticular case the I'inancial Adviser would have little
or no dealins with the public in leiti, and his dealing witn the
Taitian Joverument would of neccssity be larzely with or through

t1a American ..inister in Haiti.
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